
©2025 Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd. All rights reserved. This publication should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion on 
any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended solely for informational purposes and you should not act or rely upon 
information contained herein without consulting a lawyer for advice. This publication may constitute Advertising Material.

News & Types: Immigration Update

USCIS Completes the H-1B Cap 
Random Selection Process for FY 
2019
4/20/2018

By: Fazila Vaid

Practices: Immigration

On April 11, 2018, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced that it had completed its 
fiscal year 2019 computer-generated random selection process to meet the statutory H-1B cap for regular H-
1B petitions (65,000) and those filed under the U.S. advanced degree exemption (20,000). For Fiscal Year 
2019, the USCIS received 190,098 H-1B petitions.

USCIS selects H-1B petitions filed under the advanced degree exemption first. Thereafter, unselected 
advanced degree petitions become a part of the random selection process for the statutory 65,000 cap. In due 
time, the USCIS will issue receipt notices for those petitions selected in the Fiscal Year 2019 H-1B lottery and 
return all unselected petitions with their filing fees.


